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My name is Saretta Fielding and I am a 

Wonaruah woman. 

I was born in Sydney to an Aboriginal father of 
the Wonaruah people and a European mother. I 
have enjoyed the benefit of growing up within a 
large and close knit extended family and much 
of my work is influenced by family connection 
and relationships. 

I consider Lake Macquarie my home and am 
greatly influenced by the beauty of this country 
in my Artwork. 

Growing up alongside Lake Macquarie, 
surrounded by the bush lands of the Watagan 
Mountains and the wonderful beaches of our 
coastline has given me the best nature has to 
offer. 

A pioneering member of Yarnteen, I was 
appointed to the role of Chief Executive Officer 
in 2009, prior to this I held senior management 
positions in both the Awabakal Aboriginal Co-

operative and Yarnteen College, as well as playing an active role as a business partner in a family business. 
In 2010 I launched my art business, to accommodate the commercial success of my artwork. 

I am passionate and committed to seeing the Aboriginal community advance towards economic and social 
inclusion. I believe that through unity, vision and planning, we can achieve a sustainable future that 
embraces reconciliation and is rich in economic opportunity. 

I have always painted, drawn and experimented in a variety of art mediums, as art has long been a passion 
for me. I love the challenge of conveying to others, through art, how I am influenced by people, life 
experiences and natures beauty. 

Reflective in style to many traditional artworks found throughout the Hunter Region and Wonaruah 
country, my artworks are connected to country in style and design through the use of a sand based 
medium.  The highly textured pieces embody the age old sandstone engraved artworks created by our 
ancestors and add a whole new dimension to the works. 

"In my artwork, I aim to evoke emotion, enhance connection to spirit and country, and invite the viewer 

to ponder and experience something new." 
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Pemulwuy – Building the future together  

 
PLEASE NOTE:  In confidence, not yet release. 

 

This captivating and innovative Artwork reflects the 

vision and spirit of the Aboriginal Housing 

Company’s exciting Pemulwuy Project.   

Celebrating the people, the history and the journey 

of the block, the design tells the story of building a 

better future for the next generation and the 

creation of a sustainable, social, urban 

environmental development that is providing 

affordable housing for Aboriginal people.   

Central to the work we see a representation of 

buildings blocks, which are highly significant within 

the design and hold a threefold meaning.  These 

are symbolic of:  Breathing new life into the land 

and building a better future for the next 

generation; a visual acknowledgement to the 

history of the block; and highlighting the 

multifaceted exciting redevelopment of the land.  

 

On the left of the central design a pathway of stepping stones reflects leading the way in innovative urban housing for 

Aboriginal people, marking out milestones gained towards self-determination through a timeline of events leading 

upward.   

Vertical unbroken lines within the work are depictive of cultural strength and the journey travelled by Aboriginal 

people from past, present, through to future generations.  This textured and layered design sits upon a backdrop of 

songlines symbolizing country, paying respect to the traditional custodians of the land and acknowledging all clan 

groups, communities, partnerships and stakeholders. 

Undergirding the design, at the bottom left and right corners of the artwork are gathering circles made up of people 

symbols.  This design element places great emphasis on people, depicting Aboriginal people coming together in 

strength, as together we are stronger.  The full circles also represent coming a full circle for Aboriginal people from 

living on the block to the future of living within the innovative accommodation of the Pemulwuy Project.  The three 

people symbols within each circle reflect the projects threefold vision for a strong and healthy Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander community in Redfern with an emphasis on cultural values, spirituality and employment. 
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GRAINCORP – YA-PUNG MALANG  

Pathway Together 

Commissioned in 2011 by GrainCorp for their Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP), Yapung Malang tells the story 
of coming together to share the 
journey of reconciliation. 

 
It highlights the history and 
strong connection between 
GrainCorp and Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people, 
while capturing a future of 
opportunity and commitment 
toward building trustful and 
enduring relationship around 
shared vision. 

 The artwork depicts GrainCorp’s 
footprint across the eastern states of Australia. This is shown by the ever-widening circles overlaid with the 
GrainCorp logo. The circles represent the local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities in those 
areas and, together with the logo, signify respectful relationships and working together. 

From Queensland at the top right, to the operations located in northern, central and southern New South 
Wales directly below, then onto south-eastern and north-western Victoria at top left, the artwork captures 
how GrainCorp’s unique and extensive operations are interwoven through the communities in Australia’s 
eastern states. 

The wide bright yellow vertical lines across the width of the artwork symbolise the growth and harvest of 
grains, while the wide blue pathway bordering the artwork represents the Pacific Ocean. 

The orange and black lines interlinked with all areas of the painting have a two-fold meaning: firstly, they 
represent partnerships, linked by reconciliation, across the widespread communities of GrainCorp’s regional 
operations; secondly, they symbolise the pathways and movements of grain from country growing regions 
to ports on the coast. 

In 2012 the Artwork was placed onto one of GrainCorp's train 
engines and above is a picture of the train with Nigel 
Hart, Group General Manager, GrainCorp Operations 
Limited and myself. The train travels throughout rural N.S.W. 
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Australian Institute of Company Directors 

Ngiyakai Yapung - ‘This Way Together’ 

Ngiyakai meaning ‘this way together’ tells the 

story of the Australian Institute of Company 

Directors and their commitment to excellence in 

governance. 

Central to the artwork are three interconnected 

meeting circles, which hold great importance 

within the artwork.  They depict the Australian 

Institute of Company Directors and reflect the 

organisations mission to make a positive 

impact on society and the economy through 

three key actions:  Governance Education, 

Directors Development and Advocacy.    

These three central gathering circles also 

represent stakeholders coming together around 

shared vision in closing the gap for Aboriginal 

people, highlighting the Australian Institute of 

Company Directors commitment towards 

reconciliation across the three key actions being 

Relationships, Respect and opportunities. 

Encompassing the central imagery are 12 meeting circles, representing the AICD national board.  Double coloured 

rings are reflective of their leadership role and their twofold aim to be key influencers in world leading governance 

and key players in achieving world-leading performance in governance principles.  

Set upon a backdrop of country the organisation imagery radiates outward embracing our nation and all 

communities. This is highlighted through seven meeting circles, each displaying the symbol for people, holding a 

threefold meaning:  

 The people symbols respectfully acknowledge Aboriginal peoples and communities across our nation, 

embraces all community and highlight that AICD members are the foundation of the organisation and 

pay tribute to all stakeholders upon the reconciliation journey with them. 

 

 The seven meeting circles are reflective of AICD national footprint upon country across seven state and 

territory divisions. 

 

 This symbolism, as one speak of respectful relationships, working together and the possibilities for 

reconciliation within AICDs reconciliation action plan across our nation.  

This unique artwork is reflective of the Australian Institutes of Company Director, their leadership in building 

strong organisation through championing good governance and their commitment to contributing to closing the 

gap in our nation through respectful relationships leading to unique possibilities.  
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NSW Department of Aboriginal Affairs 
Puromaliko Woka - Lift Up 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  Permission given to share in confidence, not yet release. 

 
This artwork uniquely 

reflects women and the 

invaluable contribution 

they bring across 

community and life. 

Inclusive of all women the 

artwork celebrates women 

and their resilience through 

challenge. 

 
From the bottom on the 

canvas the storyline begins 

from a rising circle, 

signifying mother earth 

and nurturing. Flowing 

upward traditional women 

symbols rise and come 

together at the centre of the 

piece upon a meeting circle, 

depicting women gathering  

 

to share and support one another at the Greater Northern Region Aboriginal Women’s 

Forums.  The pathway continues upward showing the journey taken towards leadership 

through unity and healing, in turn building strength in our families and communities. 

 
The four forum locations are represented within the work as individual women symbols 

upon country and are connected into the flowing pathway of women being empower and 

supported through connection and shared vision. 
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Life Without Barriers – Reconciliation Artwork 
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Australian Roller Derby World Cup Team – Logo  

 

PLEASE NOTE:  Permission given to share in confidence, not yet release. 
 

 

 Logo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Full design – T-shirt and product 
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Onesight Ray Ban Wayfarers 

NAKILIKO - See 

 

 

 

 

 

On World Sight Day October 9 2014, OneSight celebrated the launch of the world first Ray-Ban Indigenous 

Special Edition Wayfarer. OneSight’s competition to find an emerging Indigenous artist saw Saretta Fielding 

judged the winner, selected from over 70 submissions to OneSight’s Indigenous Design Competition, to be 

represented on the iconic Wayfarer, with her artwork ‘Nakiliko – See’ being judged the winning artwork. 

This artwork reflects the value placed on sight or seeing in both a physical and spiritual sense by our people. 
The story is representative of a figure engraved in rock on the "map site" found at Mount Yengo, a special 
ceremonial meeting place in our country, for the Wonaruah and surrounding tribal groups. 

The large red and yellow circles represent the figure's eyes, showing that it sees much, and placing great 
importance on our physical sight. The white circles containing many eyes refer to our spiritual sight, closely 
connected to knowledge and wisdom. 

The earthly tones seen in the fluid waves symbolise country and song lines, connecting our communities in 
a shared vision toward improving life for our people.  

Luxottica Australia also commissioned 2 large original canvas artworks for their Australian office. 
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Community Sector Banking 

Reconciliations Artwork 

The design and creation of an Aboriginal Artwork that provides a visual symbol of Community Sector 

Banking’s values, commitment to reconciliation and respect for Aboriginal people and culture.   

The piece tells the story of the Community Sector Banking business through traditional symbolism in 

contemporary design. 
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Aboriginal Housing Office 

The design and creation of a culturally appropriate, respectful and evocative Aboriginal 

Artwork reflecting the vision, values and spirit of Aboriginal Housing Office (AHO) and 

the organisations footprint across NSW.  

The artwork emphasises the new client - 

centred focus of the organisation and its 

focus on creating opportunities through 

housing, including education and 

employment. Including a canvas of patterns 

and symbols in the themes of housing and 

community, the uniquely designed 

artwork, offers a wide range of graphic 

applications, highlighting AHO, Community, 

Clients, Stakeholders and Country, 

enhancing connection, cultural safety and 

         promoting the sharing of culture.  
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Awabakal Limited Celebrating 40yrs 

The creation of a Tri-Tech Artwork that shares the 

journey and history of Awabakal Limited and the 

Newcastle Aboriginal community from the early 

pioneering days through to today.  Engaging with 

viewers of all ages, the visual story of the work, through 

traditional symbolism in contemporary art form, will 

engage with the viewer, promote cultural learning and 

welcome those who visit the centre. 

Production of the ‘Our Awabakal’ Tri-Tech Artwork into 

a Digital package, incorporating all three artworks that 

can be used across any medium and size requirement.   

Each of the three works will be produced as full artwork 

and as individual design elements of themes and 

symbolisms from each of the works.  

The development of vector files will be done in layers to 

duplicate the layered and textured fine artworks, 

maintaining the storyline of original works being the journey and history of Awabakal Ltd and the Newcastle Aboriginal 

community from the early pioneering days through to today.  
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FORESTRY COMMISSION OF N.S.W  

WAKOOL - One 

Aboriginal Partnership Logo 

Early in 2013, Forestry NSW ran a 
competition in Aboriginal 
communities to source a logo with the 
theme ‘Our Forests’, in 
acknowledgement and respect of the 
management of forests by Aboriginal 
people in the past, now and into the 
future.  

The winning logo which is now being 
used to co-brand Aboriginal 
partnership projects is Wakool by 
Saretta Fielding. 

Wakool means ‘One’ in Awabakal 
language. This artwork highlights that 
for tens of thousands of years 
Aboriginal people have lived and cared 
for country, our existence intertwined 
with, and connected to all Baiyami 
(creator) entrusted to us to partake of 
and care for.  

This artwork aims to evoke that special 
link through the interwoven lines of an Aboriginal man, woman and tree, demonstrating the shared 
dependency between man and country. With outstretched arms the figures in the piece take on the form of 
the trunk and branches, upholding the tree, and symbolizing their oneness and dedication to management 
of forests, as a natural way of life. 

The tree, in turn, shows its place in providing for the needs of Aboriginal people, demonstrated by the large 
root of the tree supporting the man’s knee and providing balance. The red dot art around the perimeter of 
the artwork depicts the past, present and future generations across time, all sharing the same culture link to 
country, which is passed onto future generations as we continue to share our cultural heritage. 
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Australian Indigenous Doctors Association  

Turool Yapung – Healing Journey 

This artwork tells 
the story of the 
Australian 
Indigenous Doctors 
Association and 
the Family, Unity 
and Success 
achieve over the 
20 years since 
inception. 

Reflective of 
AIDA’a logo the 
large meeting 
circle at the very 
center of the 
artwork speaks of 
coming together as 
one family and 
unity around 
shared purpose 
and vision. Within 
this circle, we see 
twenty engraved 
dots symbolic of 
AIDA being twenty 
years strong, as 
well as 
representing 

stakeholders gathering together at the coming conference to share in reflection on the past and 
considerations for the future.  

From this central meeting circle, the stereoscope rises upward across a backdrop of songlines depicting 
country and the journey of our Doctors into and through their study of medicine.  The end of the stereoscope 
is the traditional Aboriginal symbol for people, linked to AIDA’s goal to contribute to equitable health and 
life outcomes for Indigenous people.  This is joined by a flow of people symbols rising upward across the 
canvas depicting celebration on the successes achieved thus far through the united family of AIDA. 

Small meeting circles interwoven within the landscape hold a fourfold meaning.  They depict the tribal groups 
from which our Doctors come, the many communities they serve across our nation, along with all AIDA 
stakeholders and the core values held by the organisation throughout the healing journey. 
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CALVARY MATER HOSPITAL - YAPUNG MALANG,  

Pathway Together 

 

I really enjoyed working on this project, with my client selecting 2 existing works and 

commissioning me to create 3 additional pieces to bring alive the reception spaces at the 

centre.  

Yapung Malang, meaning Pathway Together is a 2.4 x 1 metre artwork commissioned after 

the client viewed a similar work at 1 x 1 metre in size. This vibrant work was extremely well 

received and draws a response from all who see it.  

The piece holds pride of place at the main entrance to the hospital. I thoroughly enjoy the 

creative journey leading to art that evokes emotion and engages with the viewer and am 

thrilled that these works are bringing joy to others.  
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JOHN HUNTER HOSPITAL WARD K2 – KOIKALINGBA,  

Place of Fruit Bearing 

 

 

This mural is a celebration of pregnancy, birth and family. The artwork commences with the 
Emu Woman, a symbol of fertility. Found on ‘ The Map Site', located just west of Newcastle 
in Yengo National Park the Emu Women's middle finger points out the shape of a ridge, 
leading the way to traditional birthing caves , just as she points toward K2 in this mural. In 
the image she stands upon Mount Yengo, a highly significant place for Aboriginal people, as 
the flat top of the mountain is where Biami - God stepped down during creation.  
 
Flowing down the right of the mural are eight women meeting circles, eight signifying ‘New 
Beginnings’, as together to share the pregnancy journey. The ridge continues, passing 
through 5 overlapping circles representative of Aboriginal communities across the Hunter 
and flows into a central image in the work. Animal prints displayed in this piece are 
representative of new babies by illustrating’ tribal totems including: Echidna, Kangaroo, 
Goanna, Wedge Tail Eagle, Dingo, Wombat and the Emu all shown in the work. At birth 
Aboriginal children are bestowed totems. These totems can be bird, reptile, animal or fish 
and is an object or thing in nature that is adopted as a family or clan emblem.  
 
Opening into a flower shaped image that embraces women’s meeting circles the artwork 
highlights caring for country as (Ngaya Burray) mother earth. The flower points us onto a 
young growing family content as they enjoy connecting with the new arrival. The vibrantly 
coloured rainbow serpent encompassing the family is culturally associated with fertility and 
abundance, with the eggs in its belly again symbolic of pregnancy.  
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BOULEVARD FAMILY PRACTICE TORONTO – KAYAY,   

Move Along 

 

 

The fish in the paintings represent my hometown Toronto, in Awabakal country, on the 
shores of beautiful Ninkinpa (Lake Macquarie) where time on the water and fishing are a way 
of life. 
 
This is one of the first artworks I painted some years back, reproduced onto acrylic panels at 
the Boulevard Family Practice, 2nd Floor of the Alec Rice Medical Centre in my hometown of 
Toronto NSW. 
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JOHN HUNTER HOSPITAL – KONARA MALANG,  

Family Together 

 

 

 

The artwork tells the story of families (konara) and children (bobong) from across our region coming together 
(malang) in partnership and connection with maternity out patience as women (nukang) move through their 
pregnancy journey. The eight circles flowing down the right of the mural (8 signifying ‘New Beginnings’) are 
traditional symbols for women meeting together. 

The main image on the right of the mural depicts a wonderful traditional place within the Hunter. This site 
is a picture of beauty and harmony and also where woman, along with families come together. The many 
bush flowers and flowering trees found in abundance at this peaceful and happy place signify Hope and Life, 
mirroring the expectancy and joy of pregnancy. A lovely creek bed, home to a multitude of wildlife weaves 
through the site and this is portrayed by the water way and bowan (wetland birds). 

The open arms of the tree extend out to embrace the communities, as it turns into the colourful and vibrant 
rainbow serpent, which is culturally associated with fertility and abundance, as well as the organisation of 
the community and the keeping of peace. 

The blue ribbon surrounding the snake on the left of the mural symbolises the beautiful country in which we 
live, as it depicts both the East Coast and the Hunter River. The five circles to the left of the mural represent 
(Yarnteen) all the Aboriginal communities across the Hunter with particular reference to 5 significant groups 
including: Wonaruah, Worimi, Awabakal, Mindaribba and Karuah. The expanding rings of these circles 
represent family’s growth and future generations. 

 

3000 x 2000 mm   Graphic Artwork  Digital Print on Acrylic  
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NEWCASTLE CITY COUNCIL – MEYAPLIKO MALANG,  

Work Together 

    

This artwork tells the story of Newcastle’s (Muloobinba) City Councils’ Indigenous employment strategy, 
highlighting councils’ relationship to the local Indigenous community and the pathways into employment 
opportunities. The central figure of bright yellow has at Its centre a large meeting circle depicting the Council 
community, which is connected to three pathways leading to Local Aboriginal Land Councils that sit within. 

Councils boundaries. Awabakal on the South East, Worimi to the North East and Mindaribba to the West. 
The bright yellow used here symbolises hope. The small multi-coloured circles within the figure linking the 
council to community land councils have a twofold meaning: Firstly that demonstrate the pathways into 
council employment created and secondly they signify the people who work across the entities in building 
access to employment under the strategy. 

The many red/brown circles, connected by a continuous pathway, surrounding the strategy diagram depict 
Aboriginal communities and clan groups across the region. This pathway is directly connected to Council’s 
Indigenous employment strategy depicted by the dark red vivid lines. Framing this we see blue and green 
waves of water which represent Newcastle’s (Muloobimba) beautiful beachfront location and the Hunter 
(Coquon) River, which intertwines throughout the countries depicted in the artwork. 

The artwork was digitally reproduced and used on The City of Newcastle Aboriginal Employment Strategy 
2013 – 2017. 
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FAMILY & COMMUNITY SERVICES N.S.W – LOGO DESIGN 
 

    
The 15 dots found within the border circle represent 15 FACS Districts. Designs within the kidney shapes symbolise 
people. The repetition of the motif symbolises FACS’ focus on people and partnerships across the communities in 
which they live.  
 
The multiple symbols within these shapes represent togetherness, respectful relationships, trust and connection. The 
central image represents the community united in an unbroken chain. It denotes protection, strength, resilience and 
nurturing ever-present in Aboriginal communities. Each character puts their hands in the centre to represent a united 
front against Aboriginal disadvantage.  
 

Together, we can help close the gap, achieve better outcomes for Aboriginal 
communities through economic inclusion, increased self-esteem, lifted 
opportunities and the overall empowerment of Aboriginal people. This 
artwork also highlights the importance of acknowledging and respecting the 
wisdom and knowledge of Aboriginal elders and culture. 
This artwork is a visual footprint of the Ability Links program across NSW.  

The three cultural symbols for people linked together and central to the 

work have a twofold meaning:  

They highlight the three main stakeholders in the program, people with 

disability, their families and carers and depict linkers working alongside 

people and communities.  The expanding circles within the peoples’ heads 

culturally symbolize meeting place and in this piece represents the coming 

together (meeting) of people across community to help achieve linker 

members’ personal goals. 

The figures sit on top of interwoven circles which represent the many tribal groups of the NSW communities across 

the state.  The central red circle represents the Heart of this program and its values of quality, trust, respect, 

understanding and cultural appropriateness, while the 27 small circles sitting within the 3 people figures symbolize 

the 27 Aboriginal identified Linkers within local communities across NSW.   
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NATIONAL PARKS & WILDLIFE SERVICES –HIGH DUNES 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

This artwork represents the high dunes found in Worimi country (Port 

Stephens). These dunes stretch 37 kilometres long and go inland 4.5 

kilometres at their widest point. The dunes are owned and managed by the 

Worimi people of the area and are a significant cultural heritage. 

 

The artwork was digitally reproduced and used on publications, stationery, 

signage and uniforms. 
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